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Agar kao[- ek Sabd hO jaao ipClao k[- dSak maoM p`saarNa ivatrNa

xao~ ko Aa^iDT ko saaqa irSto kao AcCo sao batata hO̧  tao vah hO qakana.
p`saark laMbao samaya sao Aa^iDT maoM dorI¸ AQaUro DoTa AaOr sabsaËa[basa-

kI kma irpao-iTMga kI iSakayat krto rho hOM.ivatrk¸ Kasakr CaoTo
emaesaAao¸ baZ,to Anaupalana Kca-¸ AaovarlaOipMga Aa^iDT AaOr ijasao vao
rogaulaoTrI dKlaMdajaI maanato hOM̧  ]saka ivaraoQa kr rho hOM.[saka natIjaa
yah huAa hO ik ek eosaa isasTma bana gayaa hO jahaM Aa^iDT tao haoto hOM̧
laoikna Baraosaa nahIM hO.

T/a[- ko TolaIkmyauinakoSansa ³p̀saarNa va kobala´ saiva-saoja [MTrknao@Sana
³eD/osaobala isasTmsa´³saatvaaM saMSaaoQana´ rogaulaoSana¸ 2026 kao [saI pRYzBaUima maoM
pZ,a jaanaa caaihe.yah kao[- idKavaTI saMSaaoQana nahIM hO.yah ek sauQaara%mak
kdma hO ijasaka maksad saIQao ]sa isasTma kao zIk krnaa hO jaao ek saaqa
bahut jyaada rogaulaoToD AaOr kma laagaU haonao vaalaa bana gayaa qaa.

yah tya krko ik iksaka Aa^iDT haonaa caaihe¸ Aa^iDT kba
haonao caaihe¸ AaOr ivavaadaoM kao kOsao saulaJaayaa jaanaa caaihe¸ T/a[- Asala maoM
kh rha hO: AspYTta ka daOr K%ma hao gayaa hO.

A HARD RESET FOR
BROADCAST AUDITS

TRAI’s Seventh Amendment is not just another
regulatory update, it is a clear statement that India’s

addressable TV ecosystem can no longer afford opacity,
procedural drift, or compliance theatre.

A REGULATION BORN OUT OF FATIGUE
If there is one word that best describes the broadcast

distribution sector’s relationship with audits over the past
decade, it is fatigue.

Broadcasters have long complained of delayed
audits, incomplete data, and subscriber under-reporting.
Distributors, particularly smaller MSOs, have pushed back
against rising compliance costs, overlapping audits, and
what they see as regulatory overreach. The result has been
a system where audits exist, but trust does not.

TRAI’s Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable)
Services Interconnection (Addressable Systems) (Seventh
Amendment) Regulations, 2026 should be read against this
backdrop. This is not a cosmetic amendment. It is a
corrective intervention aimed squarely at a system that had
become simultaneously over-regulated and under-enforced.

By redefining who must be audited, when audits must
happen, and how disputes are to be resolved, TRAI is
effectively saying: the era of ambiguity is over.
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WHY THIS AMENDMENT MATTERS MORE THAN
THE LAST SIX COMBINED

India’s Interconnection Regulations have been
amended repeatedly since 2017. Yet most previous changes
tinkered at the edges, adjusting prices, reporting formats,
or procedural language, without confronting the structural
dysfunction of the audit regime itself.

This amendment does exactly that.
It acknowledges an uncomfortable truth: mandatory

audits alone do not guarantee compliance, especially when
enforcement is uneven and incentives are misaligned.
Despite financial disincentives being on the books, a large
number of distributors simply did not conduct audits on
time, or at all. Meanwhile, broadcasters resorted to challenge
audits, leading to duplication, conflict, and litigation.

The Seventh Amendment attempts to restore
credibility to the audit process by strengthening the first
audit, rather than endlessly litigating the second.

FINANCIAL YEAR ALIGNMENT: A LONG-
OVERDUE COURSE CORRECTION

The shift from calendar-year audits to financial-year-
based audits may appear technical, but it is arguably the
most sensible change in the regulation.

For years, the industry lived with the absurdity of
audits that did not align with:

♦ statutory financial audits,
♦ interconnection agreements,
♦ revenue recognition cycles, or
♦ tax and accounting periods.

By mandating that audits relate to the preceding
financial year and be completed by 30 September, TRAI has

yah saMSaa oQana ipClao samast Ch saMSaa oQanaa o M sa o jyaada mah%vapUNa-yah saMSaa oQana ipClao samast Ch saMSaa oQanaa o M sa o jyaada mah%vapUNa-yah saMSaa oQana ipClao samast Ch saMSaa oQanaa o M sa o jyaada mah%vapUNa-yah saMSaa oQana ipClao samast Ch saMSaa oQanaa o M sa o jyaada mah%vapUNa-yah saMSaa oQana ipClao samast Ch saMSaa oQanaa o M sa o jyaada mah%vapUNa-
@yaa o M hO@yaa o M hO@yaa o M hO@yaa o M hO@yaa o M hO

2017 sao Baart ko [MTrknao@Sana rogaulaoSana maoM baar–baar saMSaaoQana
ikyao gayao hOM.ifr BaI¸ jyaadatr badlaavaaoM maoM isaf- }prI taOr pr badlaava
ikyao gayao̧  jaOsao kImataoM̧  irpao-iTMga fa^ma-oT yaa p`iËyaa kI BaaYaa maoM badlaava¸
laoikna AâiDT isasTma kI saMrcanaa%mak gaD,baD,I ka saamanaa nahIM ikyaa gayaa.

yah saMSaaoQana zIk vaOsaa hI krta hO
yah ek Asahja saccaa[- kao svaIkar krta hO: Akolao Ainavaaya-

Aa^iDT Anaupalana kI gaarMTI nahIM doto̧  Kasakr jaba p`stuitkrNa Asamaana
hao AaOr [MsaoMiTva galat haMo.bauk maoM iva<aIya ina$]%saah haonao ko baavajaUd
baD,I saM#yaa maoM ivatrkaoM nao samaya pr yaa ibalkula BaI Aa^iDT nahIM ikyaa.[sa
baIca p`saarkaoM nao Aa^iDT kao caunaaOtI donaa Sau$ kr idyaa¸ ijasasao daohrIkrNa¸
Tkrava AaOr maukdmaobaajaI hu[-.

saatvaaM saMSaaoQana dUsaro Aa^iDT pr lagaatar maukdmaa calaanao ko
bajaaya¸ phlao Aa^iDT kao majabaUt krko Aa^iDT p`iËyaa maoM ivaSvanaIyata
bahala krnao kI kaoiSaSa krta hO.
iva<aIya vaYa- ka talamaola: ek laMbao samaya sao $ka huAa sauQaariva<aIya vaYa- ka talamaola: ek laMbao samaya sao $ka huAa sauQaariva<aIya vaYa- ka talamaola: ek laMbao samaya sao $ka huAa sauQaariva<aIya vaYa- ka talamaola: ek laMbao samaya sao $ka huAa sauQaariva<aIya vaYa- ka talamaola: ek laMbao samaya sao $ka huAa sauQaar

kOlaoDr vaYa- A^iDT sao iva<aIya vaYa- AaQaairt Aa^iDT maoM badlaava
tknaIkI laga sakta hO̧  laoikna yah Saayad rogaulaoSana maoM sabasao samaJadarI
vaalaa badlaava hO.

saalaaoM tk¸ ]Vaoga eosao Aa^iDT kI baotukI baat ko saaqa jaI rhI
qaI jaao [nasao maola nahIM Kato qao:

♦ vaOQaainak fa[naoMiSayala Aa^iDT¸
♦ [MTrknao@Sana ega`ImaoMT¸
♦ rajasva phcaana caË¸ yaa
♦ TO@sa AaOr Aka]MiTMga AvaiQa.

yah Ainavaaya- krko ik Aa^iDT ipClao iva<aIya vaYa- sao saMbaMiQat hao
AaOr 30 isatMbar tk pUro hao jaayaoM̧  T/a[- nao AaiKrkar sabsaiËPSana
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finally brought subscription audits into the same universe
as every other serious compliance process in Indian
business.

This change alone removes a significant source of
confusion and dispute, and quietly exposes how outdated
parts of the earlier framework had become.

THE 30,000 SUBSCRIBER THRESHOLD:
REGULATORY MATURITY AT LAST

Perhaps the most controversial, and most pragmatic,
element of the amendment is the decision to make audits
optional for distributors with fewer than 30,000 subscribers.
For years, regulation treated a 3,000-subscriber local cable
operator and a multi-million-subscriber MSO as regulatory
equals. This was never
equitable, and it was certainly
never efficient.

By introducing a
threshold, TRAI has done
what regulators often hesitate
to do: acknowledge scale.

This is not
deregulation. It is proportional
regulation. Small distributors
are not being given a free pass,
they remain auditable at the
broadcaster’s initiative, but they are no longer forced into
an annual compliance exercise that often cost more than it
delivered in value.

Crucially, TRAI has also closed the obvious loophole:
where infrastructure is shared or joint ventures exist,
subscriber bases are aggregated. Fragmentation will not be
allowed to become an escape route.

AUDIT QUALITY OVER AUDIT QUANTITY
One of the clearest signals in the amendment is

TRAI’s intent to reduce the number of audits but increase
their credibility.

Mandatory audits must now be conducted only by
TRAI-empanelled auditors or BECIL, with explicit
certification of auditor independence. Broadcasters are
allowed to attend audits, but only as observers, not
influencers. This strikes a careful balance between
transparency and professional integrity.

More importantly, the amendment introduces a
structured, time-bound mechanism for raising objections.
Broadcasters can no longer sit on audit reports indefinitely
or weaponise ambiguity months later during commercial
negotiations. If discrepancies exist, they must be raised
within defined timelines, supported by evidence.

Aa^iDT kao BaartIya ibajanaosa maoM hr dUsaro gaMBaIr Anaupalana p`iËyaa ko
barabar laa idyaa.

isaf- yah badlaava hI gaD,baD,I AaOr ivavaad ko ek baD,o sa`aot kao
K%ma kr dota hO AaOr caupcaap yah idKata hO ik phlao ka Íomavak-
iktnaa puranaa hao gayaa qaa.
30¸000 sabsaËa[bar kI saImaa: AaiKrkar inayaamak30¸000 sabsaËa[bar kI saImaa: AaiKrkar inayaamak30¸000 sabsaËa[bar kI saImaa: AaiKrkar inayaamak30¸000 sabsaËa[bar kI saImaa: AaiKrkar inayaamak30¸000 sabsaËa[bar kI saImaa: AaiKrkar inayaamak
pirp@vatapirp@vatapirp@vatapirp@vatapirp@vata

Saayad [sa saMSaaoQana ka sabasao ivavaadaspd¸ AaOr sabasao vyavahairk
t%va 30¸000 sao kma sabsaËa[bar vaalao ivatrkaoM ko ilae Aa^iDTkao
vaOkilpk banaanao ka fOsalaa hO.

saalaaoM tk¸ rogaulaoSana nao 30¸000 sabsaËa[bar vaalao sqaanaIya kobala
AâproTr AaOr laaKaoM sabsaËa[bar vaalao
emaesaAao kao inayaamak taOr pr barabar
maanaa.yah kBaI BaI sahI AaOr inaiScat
$p sao kBaI BaI kuSala nahIM qaa.

ek saImaa laakar T/a[- nao vah
ikyaa hO ijasao rogaulaoTr A@sar krnao
maoM ihcaikcaato hOM: skola kao maananaa.

yah DIrogaulaoSana nahIM hO.yah
Aanaupaitk rogaulaoSana hO.CaoTo ivatrkaoM
kao KulaI CUT nahIM dI jaa rhI hO̧  vao
p̀saark kI phla pr AâiDT ko dayaro

maoM rhoMgao̧  laoikna Aba ]nhoM saalaanaa Anaupalana e@sarsaa[ja ko ilae majabaUr nahIM
ikyaa jaayaogaa¸ ijasamaoM A@sar imalanao vaalao fayado sao jyaada Kca- haoto qao.

sabasao ja$rI baat yah hO ik T/a[- nao saaf laUphaola kao BaI baMd kr
idyaa hO: jahaM saMrcanaa kI ihssaodarI kI jaatI hO yaa saMyau@t ]pËma haoto
hOM̧  vahaM sabsaËa[bar baosa kao jaaoD,a jaayaogaa.TukD,aoM maoM baaMTnao kao bacanao ka
rasta nahIM bananao idyaa jaayaogaa.
Aa^iDT kI maa~a sa o jyaada Aa^iDT kI @vaailaTIAa^iDT kI maa~a sa o jyaada Aa^iDT kI @vaailaTIAa^iDT kI maa~a sa o jyaada Aa^iDT kI @vaailaTIAa^iDT kI maa~a sa o jyaada Aa^iDT kI @vaailaTIAa^iDT kI maa~a sa o jyaada Aa^iDT kI @vaailaTI

saMSaaoQanaaoM maoM sabasao saaf saMkotaoM maoM sao ek hO T/a[- ka Aa^iDT kI
saM#yaa kma krnao laoikna ]sakI ivaSvanaIyata baZ,anao ka [rada.

Aba Ainavaaya- Aa^iDT isaf- T/a[- pOnala maoM Saaimala Aa^iDTr yaa
baI[-saIAa[-ela kroMgao̧  ijasamaoM Aa^iD-Tr kI AajaadI ka saaf saiT-ifkoSana
haogaa.p`saark Aa^iDT maoM Saaimala hao sakto hOM̧  laoikna isaf- pya-vaoxak ko
$p maoM¸ na ik [nFlaueMsar ko taOr pr.yah pardiSa-ta AaOr poSaovar
[-maanadarI ko baIca ek sahI saMtulana banaata hO.

sabasao ja$rI baat hO ik yah saMSaaoQana Aapi<ayaaM ]zanao ko ilae
ek saMrixat¸ samaya–saImaa vaalaI maOkoinajma poSa krta hO.p`saark Aba
Aa^iDT irpaoT- pr AinaiScat kala tk ko ilae baOzo nahIM rh sakto yaa
mahInaaoM baad vaaiNaijyak baatcaIt ko daOrana AspYTta kao hiqayaar ko taOr
pr [stomaala nahIM kr sakto.Agar kao[- gaD,baD,I hO tao ]sao tya samayasaImaa
ko BaItr sabaUtaoM ko saaqa ]zanaa haogaa.
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This is a subtle but important shift, from audits as
leverage to audits as verification.

CURTAILING THE CULTURE OF ENDLESS
CHALLENGE AUDITS

Challenge audits, while necessary in principle, had
become a symptom of a deeper problem: lack of faith in the
primary audit.

TRAI’s new framework makes it clear that secondary
audits are the exception, not the norm. Broadcasters must
first exhaust the process of auditor clarification and updated
reports. Only then does the matter escalate to the regulator,
and even then, at the broadcaster’s cost.

This approach does two things simultaneously:
1. It raises the accountability of empanelled auditors.
2. It discourages speculative or fishing-expedition

audits.
In effect, TRAI is telling the industry that if audits

are to command authority, they must also command finality.

WHEN DISTRIBUTORS DEFAULT, THE
POWER SHIFTS

One of the more assertive aspects of the amendment
is the explicit empowerment of broadcasters when
distributors fail to meet audit obligations.

If an audit report is not shared by the deadline,
broadcasters may initiate an audit themselves, once per
year, within a fixed timeframe, and using empanelled auditors.
This removes the long-standing excuse of delay as a
defensive tactic.

At the same time, by placing the cost burden on
broadcasters, TRAI ensures that this power is exercised
judiciously, not casually.

This is regulatory balance in action: rights without

yah ek saUxma laoikna mah%vpUNa- badlaava hO̧  Aa^iDT kao dbaava
banaanao ko hiqayaar ko bajaaya vaoirifkoSana ko $p maoM [stomaala krnaa.
lagaatar caunaa OtI Aa^iDT kI saMskRit kao kma krogaalagaatar caunaa OtI Aa^iDT kI saMskRit kao kma krogaalagaatar caunaa OtI Aa^iDT kI saMskRit kao kma krogaalagaatar caunaa OtI Aa^iDT kI saMskRit kao kma krogaalagaatar caunaa OtI Aa^iDT kI saMskRit kao kma krogaa

halaaMik AâiDT kao caunaaOtI isawaMt ko $p maoM ja$rI hO̧  laoikna yao
ek gahrI samasyaa ka laxaNa bana gayao qao:p̀a[marI AâiDT pr Baraosao kI kmaI.

T/a[- ko nayao Íomavak- sao yah saaf haota hO ik saokoMDrI Aa^iDT
Apvaad hO̧  inayama nahIM.p`saarkaoM kao phlao Aa^iDTraoM sao spYTIkrNa AaOr
ApDoToD irpaoT- laonao kI p`iËyaa pUrI krnaI haogaI.]sako baad hI maamala
rogaulaoTr ko pasa jaayaogaa AaOr vah BaI p`saark ko Kca-o pr.

yah trIka ek saaqa dao kama krta hO:
1º [sasao pOnala maoM Saaimala Aa^iDTsa- kI javaabadohI baZ,tI hO.
2º yah ATklabaajaI vaalao yaa ibanaa matlaba ko Aa^iDT kao h%taosaaiht

krta hO.
Asala maoM T/a[- ]Vaoga sao kh rha hO ik Agar Aa^iDT kao

AiQakar caaihe tao ]namaoM AMitma fOsalaa BaI haonaa caaihe.
jaba ivatrk caUk krto hO M tao pavar badla jaatI hOjaba ivatrk caUk krto hO M tao pavar badla jaatI hOjaba ivatrk caUk krto hO M tao pavar badla jaatI hOjaba ivatrk caUk krto hO M tao pavar badla jaatI hOjaba ivatrk caUk krto hO M tao pavar badla jaatI hO

saMSaaoQana ko jyaadatar jaaordar phlauAaoM maoM sao ek yah hO ik jaba
ivatrk Aa^iDT kI ijammaodairyaaM pUrI krnao maoM ivafla haota hO tao p`saark
kao saaf taOr pr AiQakar imala jaata hO.

Agar AMitma samayasaImaa tk Aa^iDT irpaoT- Saoyar nahIM kI jaatI
hO tao p`saark Kud saala maoM ekbaar tya samaya–saImaa ko AMdr AaOr pOnala maoM
Saaimala Aa^iDTr ka [stomaala krko Aa^iDT Sau$ kr sakto hOM.[sasao dorI
ko bahanao kao saurxaa%mak TOi@Tk ko taOr pr [stomaala krnao ka puranaa
bahanaa K%ma hao jaata hO.

saaqa hI p`saarkaoM pr laagat ka baaoJa Dalakr T/a[- yah p@ka
krta hO ik [sa pavar ka [tomaala saaoca samaJakr ikyaa jaae¸ na ik
laaprvaahI sao.

yah rogaulaoTrI saMtulana ka ]dahrNa hO: ibanaa iksaI Arajakta ko
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AiQakar¸ ibanaa iksaI jyaadtI ko laagaU krnaa.
[MÍasT/@car Sa oyairMga: roga ula oSana AaiKrkar hkIkt ko saaqa[MÍasT/@car Sa oyairMga: roga ula oSana AaiKrkar hkIkt ko saaqa[MÍasT/@car Sa oyairMga: roga ula oSana AaiKrkar hkIkt ko saaqa[MÍasT/@car Sa oyairMga: roga ula oSana AaiKrkar hkIkt ko saaqa[MÍasT/@car Sa oyairMga: roga ula oSana AaiKrkar hkIkt ko saaqa
talama ola ibaza rha hOtalama ola ibaza rha hOtalama ola ibaza rha hOtalama ola ibaza rha hOtalama ola ibaza rha hO

[MÍasT/@car SaoyairMga¸ hoDeMD kI saaJaodarI¸ p`baMiQat saovaayaoM AaOr
pUlD kMDISanala e@saosa isasTma kI sahayata sao BaartIya TIvaI ivatrNa
[kaoisasTma caupcaap badla gayaa hO.ifr BaI rogaulaoSana pICo rh gayaa hO
ijasasao Aa^iDT AaOr javaabadohI kao laokr AinaiScatta pOda hao gayaI hO.

saatavaaM saMSaaoQana AMtt: [sa samasyaa ka samaaQaana krta hO.
DoTa saoproSana¸ Alaga isasTma [MsToMsa AaOr saaf vaa^Trmaaik-Mga

ijammaodairyaaoM kao Ainavaaya- krko T/a[- AaQauinak naoTvak- saMrcanaa kao
phcaana rha hO̧  saaqa hI yah BaI sauinaiScat kr rha hO ik javaabadohI
saaJaa ijammaodarI maoM K%ma na hao jaayao.

yah Kasakr tba ja$rI hO jaba laagat ka dbaava baZ, rha hO AaOr
kMsaaoilaDoSana toja hao rha hO.
AsalaI sa MdoSa: Bara osaa kmaanaa pD,ta hO¸ maanaa nahI M jaata hOAsalaI sa MdoSa: Bara osaa kmaanaa pD,ta hO¸ maanaa nahI M jaata hOAsalaI sa MdoSa: Bara osaa kmaanaa pD,ta hO¸ maanaa nahI M jaata hOAsalaI sa MdoSa: Bara osaa kmaanaa pD,ta hO¸ maanaa nahI M jaata hOAsalaI sa MdoSa: Bara osaa kmaanaa pD,ta hO¸ maanaa nahI M jaata hO

inayamaaoM AaOr Satao-M sao pro̧  [sa saMSaaoQana ka AsalaI mah%va [sakI
iflaa^safI maoM hO.

T/a[- Aba vaa^lyaUma¸ jyaada Aa^iDT¸ jyaada ponalTI¸
jyaada kagajaI kar-vaa[- ko jairya AivaSvaasa kao rogaulaoT
krnao kI kaoiSaSa kr rha hO.[sako bajaaya¸ yah
sT/@car ko jairya ivaSvaasa banaanao kI kaoiSaSa kr rha
hO: spYT Ta[malaa[na¸ tya saImaayaoM̧  BaraosaomaMd Aa^iDT
AaOr saIimat eskolaoSana.

yah kama krogaa yaa nahIM̧  yah [sa bat pr inaBa-r krogaa ik [sao
kOsao laagaU ikyaa jaata hO̧  Kasakr pOnala maoM Saaimala Aa^iDTsa- kI @vaailaTI
AaOr rogaulaoTsa- kI AMitma samayasaImaa kao lagaatar laagaU krnao kI [cCa
pr.laoikna idSaa ko ihsaaba sao yao badlaava saaf hO.
inaYkYa -: ek ja$rI¸ la oikna savaa o -<ama dKla nahI MinaYkYa -: ek ja$rI¸ la oikna savaa o -<ama dKla nahI MinaYkYa -: ek ja$rI¸ la oikna savaa o -<ama dKla nahI MinaYkYa -: ek ja$rI¸ la oikna savaa o -<ama dKla nahI MinaYkYa -: ek ja$rI¸ la oikna savaa o -<ama dKla nahI M

saatvaaM saMSaaoQana rataoM rat ivavaad kao K%ma nahIM krogaa.na hI yah
isakuD,to laIinayar TIvaI baajaar maoM maaOjaUd vaaiNaijyak tnaava kao jaadu[-
trIko sao saulaJaayaogaa.

laoikna yah Saayad [sasao BaI jyaada ja$rI kama krta hO: yah
rogaulaoTrI maksad kao bahala krta hO.

Aa^iDT kao vaaiNaijyak saccaa[- ko saaqa imalaakr¸ skola kao
phcaanakr¸ p`iËyaa kao sa#t krko AaOr galat [stomaala kao raokkr¸
T/a[- nao yah saMkot idyaa hO ik rogaulaoSana kao ]sa ]Vaoga ko saaqa badlanaa
haogaa¸ ijasakao vah inayaMi~t krta hO.

ek eosao xao~ maoM jaao AaoTITI kI vajah sao hao rhI ]qala–puqala
AaOr rajasva ko dbaava ko baIca ApnaI p`asaMigakta banaayao rKnao ko ilae
saMGaYa- kr rha hO̧  yah saalaaoM maoM phlaa inayaamak badlaava hao sakta hO jaao
baaoJa kma AaOr ek rIsaoT jaOsaa jyaada lagata hO.

chaos, enforcement without excess.

INFRASTRUCTURE SHARING: REGULATION
FINALLY CATCHES UP WITH REALITY

The Indian TV distribution ecosystem has quietly
transformed through infrastructure sharing, shared
headends, managed services, and pooled conditional access
systems. Yet regulation lagged behind, creating uncertainty
around audits and accountability.

The Seventh Amendment finally addresses this.
By mandating data segregation, separate system

instances, and clear watermarking responsibilities, TRAI is
recognising modern network architectures while ensuring
that accountability does not dissolve into shared
responsibility.

This is especially critical as cost pressures intensify
and consolidation accelerates.

THE REAL MESSAGE: TRUST MUST BE
EARNED, NOT ASSUMED

Beyond the clauses and provisos,
the real significance of this amendment lies
in its philosophy.

TRAI is no longer attempting to
regulate mistrust through volume, more
audits, more penalties, more paperwork.
Instead, it is attempting to engineer trust
through structure: clear timelines, defined
thresholds, credible audits, and limited
escalation.

Whether this works will depend on execution,
particularly the quality of empanelled auditors and the
regulator’s willingness to enforce deadlines consistently.
But directionally, the shift is unmistakable.

CONCLUSION: A NECESSARY, NOT
PERFECT, INTERVENTION

The Seventh Amendment will not eliminate disputes
overnight. Nor will it magically resolve the commercial
tensions inherent in a shrinking linear TV market.

But it does something arguably more important: it
restores regulatory intent.

By aligning audits with financial reality, recognising
scale, tightening processes, and curbing misuse, TRAI has
signalled that regulation must evolve with the industry it
governs.

In a sector struggling for relevance amid OTT
disruption and revenue pressure, this may be the first
regulatory change in years that feels less like a burden, and
more like a reset.




